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Welcome to the Studio VII Theatre Company! 

We are so excited to be a part of the Seven Lakes High School community, and to have the privilege to work with its wonderful teachers and administration. We are even more excited about the new school year, our plans and our goals which have been implemented and are underway. Now that YOU are here, you will be able to participate in an exciting theatre program in Katy ISD – the Studio VII Theatre Company! 

In the following pages, you will find information that will help you begin the new year on the right foot and will help you meet the exciting challenges that this magnificent theatre holds for all of us. You will also find in the Forms Packet, several documents that YOU AND YOUR PARENT(s) / GUARDIAN(s) must sign and return to the theatre office within the first week of school in order to participate fully in the theatre activities. 

Our expectations are high for YOU to succeed while working as an actor or a technician with the Studio VII Theatre Company. We truly expect that once you have begun working with each other and with us, you will want to make the theatre your “home away from home”.  The doors to the theatre are always open for you as long as you are willing to follow the policies and guidelines outlined in this handout. 

Please be sure to read the document with your parents and return the forms.  If you or they have any questions regarding the forms or anything in the handout, please contact us or come by the theatre. You and your parents are always welcome to come to the Studio VII Booster Club meetings on the first Tuesday of each month. We can be reached at the following: 

Chocs Landgrebe, Joshua Heerssen, or Maggie Rodriguez
Seven Lakes Studio VII Theatre Co. 

9521 S. Fry Road
Katy, TX 77494

(281) 237-2893, (281) 237-9507, or 237-9021 (direct lines) - Please leave a message if we don’t answer. 

charleslandgrebe@katyisd.org ,  joshuarheerssen@katyisd.org or margarettrodriguez@katyisd.org
Again, we look forward to a wonderful year working with each of you and your parents. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Chocs Landgrebe, Theatre Director 

Mr. Joshua Heerssen, Technical Director 
Mrs. Maggie Rodriguez, Assistant Director
THEATRE DEPARTMENT
COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

THEATRE ARTS, TECHNICAL THEATRE AND THEATRE PRODUCTION are process centered, participatory theatre studies. The first level is a survey course which introduces you to theatre activities, historical applications, and the production process. The resource texts available are The Stage and the School , Theatre: Art in Action and Drama Projects.  Additional theatre resource books, scripts and videos are available in the theatre library and the SLHS library. The curricula for all theatre course levels are TEKS (Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills) driven and are published by the Texas Education Agency. They are available for you or your parents through the TEA website or the directors’ office. 

Theatre courses incorporate a wide range of theatre elements which may include:

Theatre appreciation
Nonverbal communication
Historical applications 
Dramatic structure

Script analysis

Stage elements
Movement

Crew assignments
Stage management
Stage properties

Makeup application
Light Design

Scene design
Carpentry 

Costume design

Sewing

Sound design

Publicity/Public Relations

Problem solving

          Electrical work
COURSE GOALS
“Living truthfully in imaginary circumstances.” 
“Practical applications of acting-related skills to life.” 

These two short definitions depict the Studio VII Theatre Co. goals as we audition, rehearse, construct sets, plan and plot, and encourage a life long love for live theatre and the fine arts. Actors use the tools of everyday life experiences to bring believable characters to the stage and while engaged in that awesome experience, tell that character’s story to an audience. As a student of theatre, one develops real life skills which carry into our everyday lives as students and adults whether or not one chooses theatre as a career. Theatre develops not only an appreciation for the acting process, but also for all fine arts, since without visual arts, music, and movement or dance, theatre would not exist. It is the goal of the Seven Lakes Theatre Department to develop the life long love for all theatre – that of life and that of the stage. 
THEATRE CURRICULUM
7411 Theatre Arts I 


7412 Theatre Arts II 

7413 Theatre Arts III 

7414 Theatre Arts IV 

7451 Technical Theatre I 

7452 Technical Theatre II 

7453 Technical Theatre III 

7454 Technical Theatre IV 

7520 Theatre Production I 

7521 Theatre Production II 

** YES, it is possible to enroll in theatre all four years and still graduate on an advanced plan! Sample four year plans are printed and available in the theatre room or at the counselors’ office for parents and students to pick up. 

*** NO, enrolling in advanced theatre courses will not necessarily lower the GPA if the GPA is over a 4.0 due to weighted classes! Third and fourth year theatre students may be eligible, if they meet the District criteria and with a director’s approval, to enroll in theatre as a Pass/Fail course.

**** Theatre students, especially students trained in technical theatre areas, have the opportunity to work after school and on weekends, when needed, to operate stage rigging, lights, sound, etc. for various activities and programs that rent the Performing Arts Center. The student(s) will be paid $10.00 per hour by Katy ISD for his/her services upon completion of their work. 

High school theatre courses are Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) based courses which focus on: Enhancing perception, interpretation and performance; Understanding heritage and tradition; Understanding influences of theatre, film, T.V., and technology; Evaluating self and others; Written critiques
THEATRE ACTIVITIES
COMEDYSPORTZ HIGH SCHOOL LEAGUE (CSzHSL):  Auditions are held in early September. Rehearsals and match dates will be published once they are finalized.  CSzHSL is an improvisation based team that participates in competitive matches versus other area high school squads throughout the spring season.  Listen for announcements regarding the audition dates during the first two weeks of school. 

FALL THEATRE PRODUCTION: Auditions are held the first week of school with productions scheduled for October.
HOLIDAY EXTRAVAGANZA: The Fine Arts Department Musical fundraiser will take place in early December.  This is a joint event hosted by the Fine Arts Department and includes dinner, a silent auction and holiday performances. Proceeds from the evening benefit the Fine Arts Musical Fund. 
Scenes From…STUDENT DIRECTED EVENING OF SCENES: 
In November or December, students enrolled in Advanced Theatre Production Courses will present an evening of scenes. All advanced Theatre Students must be involved in this production. 

SPRING PRODUCTION/FINE ARTS MUSICAL:  Auditions in October with productions in February.
THE UIL ONE ACT PLAY CONTEST: 
Auditions will be held in December.  Performance schedule will be determined by the UIL OAP Committee.  

NOTE: Mandatory rehearsals will take place during Spring Break.

STUDENT DIRECTED ONE ACT PLAYS: 
In May, two students enrolled in Advanced Theatre Production Courses will each produce and direct a one act plays. All Theatre students may audition for the roles. 
STUDIO VII BOOSTER CLUB

The Studio VII Booster Club (SVIIBC) has been established by parents who wish to support the activities of the Studio VII Theatre Co. financially and/or by volunteering their time. The Boosters work hand in hand with the directors in reaching director-established program goals. Involved parents are more informed, develop a better understanding of the philosophy of the Directors, have a better appreciation of the benefits their child receives by being a part of the Studio VII Theatre Co., and have the opportunity to know the Directors who work closely each day with their child.  They also receive information at the monthly booster club meetings from the Directors.  Boosters work together on fundraising projects for the Studio VII Theatre Co. which are essential to the success, maintenance and growth of the theatre program. 
The Studio VII Booster Club meets the first Tuesday of each month unless otherwise advertised.  Each meeting lasts approximately 1 hour. You will receive a Treasurer’s report and Secretary’s Minutes at each meeting.  A meeting Agenda and Minutes from the previous month’s meeting will be emailed to all Studio VII Booster Club members prior to each month’s meeting.  You may volunteer to serve on committees or agree to have your name placed in nomination to serve as a new officer.  To join the Booster Club please fill out the membership form in the Forms Packet and return promptly to Mssrs. Chocs or Heerssen, or Mrs. Rodriguez.  The SVIIBC is a 501(c)3 organization and is regulated by the By Laws and Operating Code of the organization.
Please visit the Studio VII website at www.studiovii7.com for officer and committee contact information. 

FUNDRAISING OPPORTUNITIES

Fundraising projects are necessary throughout the year for a successful and active program.  We are responsible for any operating expenses not provided by the District. Watch for announcements of fundraising opportunities to come home with your student. Emails will also be sent out.
Our two largest fundraisers of the year are our Patron Program at the beginning of the school year and the Holiday Greenery sales program in October.  The Patron Program is a way for interested parents, relatives and businesses to financially support the program through direct donations to the theatre company. As a patron you will be helping to offset the costs of technical equipment, scenery, costumes, props, special consultants, etc. required for quality productions. See the patron program form in the Forms Section for more information. If you know of a business or community member that would like to be a Patron, just ask a Board member or a Director for extra forms. Any and all donations are appreciated.  Patrons will be acknowledged in all production programs and on the Studio VII website.  Please consider becoming a Studio VII Theatre Company Patron today! If you work for a company with corporate matching for educational giving, please contact the Studio VII Treasurer for an explanation of how you can have your theatre patronage matched through corporate giving. 

Our Holiday Greenery sales provide fresh cut holiday greenery for your home or office.  Sales of greenery (wreaths, swags, crosses, baskets, candle rings, etc.) take place in October with delivery in early December, in time for your holiday decorating or gift giving needs.

Our final major sources of income are all production related.  We earn revenue through our box office ticket sales, concession sales and program advertising sales.  We hope that you will support the hard work of your student, as well as the entire troupe, by attending each production throughout the school year.  

PROGRAM ADVERTISEMENTS 

If you would like to congratulate/encourage a member of the cast or crew, or advertise your business in any or all of our production programs, please consider our Studio VII Theatre Co. advertising program.   

The Studio VII Theatre Co. of Seven Lakes High School will produce show programs throughout the school year.  Your notes of congratulations or advertisements will appear in black and white in the Studio VII Theatre Co. program for one production only unless you purchase advertisements for each production. If you or your business wishes to be publicized in all Studio VII Theatre Co. programs, you may want to consider exploring our Patron Program.  Forms for both programs are located in the Forms Packet.  

NOTE: Deadline for submission of program advertising is 1 month prior to production opening to allow time for printing.
Size and Price of Congratulations/Encouragements/Advertisements

One line congratulation/encouragement (4.5 inch line)
$5

1/4 Page (1.125 x 1.875)




$50

1/2 Page (4.5” x 3.5”)





$100

Full Page (4.5” x 7.5”)




$150
Inside Front/Back Cover – Full Page



$200

Outside Back Cover – Full Page



$250

       (All cover pages are sold on first come- first served basis.)
If you have any questions, contact Chocs Landgrebe at 281-935-6756 or the Studio VII Playbill Coordinator (contact information available on the Studio VII website). 
NOTE:  To make the advertisement even more successful, please make sure the background is white.  This will create a crisper looking ad.  If you wish to send it electronically, please send it as a .tif or .jpeg file to the Studio VII Playbill Coordinator. This will enable the publishing program to download your ad without losing any formatting.  
STUDIO VII SCHOLARSHIPS
The purpose of the program is to award scholarships for significant student contributions to the theatre department during their high school years.  The Thom Whitbeck Memorial Scholarships, sponsored by Studio VII Booster Club, are awarded in the second semester of the applicant’s senior year at Seven Lakes and are announced at the annual Studio VII Theatre Co. Awards Banquet in May.  Scholarships are funded annually by our Student Assistance Fund.   Further explanation of criteria and the application form are available in the Forms Packet and on our website. 

STUDIO VII THEATRE COMPANY

The Studio VII Theatre Company (the student organization) meets the first week of the month as detailed in the company by-laws*.  Each meeting lasts approximately 25 minutes.  Please visit the Studio VII website at http://www.studiovii.org for student officer information and the Key Dates option. 

Class Representatives for the Studio VII Theatre Company will be elected at the beginning of the school year.  There will be one class representative from the Freshman and Sophomore classes. Once elected, these representatives are expected to attend the weekly officer meetings.
Theatre Chain of Command

Directors ( Landgrebe, Heerssen, and Rodriguez)
Stage Manager and Student Director

Assistant Stage Manager and Assistant Student Director

Crew Heads

Cast and Crew

Voting Rights for the Company:

· Student must have seen every show during the school year.

· Must be a paid member of the Studio VII Theatre Co.

Major Production Auditions:  
· All potential actors MUST be present for one full audition in order to be considered for casting.

Major Production Rehearsals (General):

· Be on time!

· Be fully focused at all times.

· Check the Callboard daily.

· Take all direction the first time it is given.

· Meet all deadlines. Not meeting a deadline (e.g., turning in forms late) may result in the loss of a thespian point.

· Do not change your appearance without permission (no haircuts or dying of hair, no piercing or tattooing).
· Roll Call is mandatory for all cast and crew.

· Warm-ups are mandatory for cast only.

· Regular Weekdays: Roll call at 2:50pm followed by warm up, and rehearsal begins promptly at 3:00pm. 

· Wednesdays (Tutorials): Roll call at 3:30pm followed by warm up, and rehearsal begins promptly at 3:40pm.
· Company Meeting Days: Roll call at 3:20pm, rehearsal begins promptly at 3:30pm.

· Abandoned scripts or costume pieces not properly hung may result in a $1.00 recovery fine per item.
· The rehearsal schedule can be found on the Studio VII website.
Rehearsal Absences:

· All known absences must be written on the audition form - be sure to check with parents for standing commitments (orthodontist appointments, private lessons, etc.).
· If a student must miss a rehearsal due to an emergency, the directors must be notified in writing as soon as possible.  
· For ALL doctor appointments, the Student Director must be notified in writing 24 hours in advance. Even if the appointment is scheduled during the school day, if it runs late and you are late to rehearsal because of it, it’s an unexcused tardy unless a note was given beforehand.
· Be present at all rehearsals. Absences potentially jeopardize future casting consideration. 

· An unexcused absence may result in the loss of one Thespian point.

· You must pass all of your classes or you will be replaced. Exemptions from this rule occur only if failing Pre-AP/AP courses.
· Student MUST be present, in class, at school on a performance day by 9am. Even though a show may be a co-curricular production we maintain extra curricular and UIL standards in order to avoid scrutiny.
· Student MUST be present on Survivor Saturday.
Rehearsal Tardies:

· The following is the explanation of the Tardy Policy: 
· If a student comes to a rehearsal late but with a teacher’s note explaining the situation then the tardy is automatically excused.

· If a student is late to a rehearsal without notice and does not have a note from a teacher explaining tardiness, they must do either push-ups (10) or running up and down the top set of stairs in the PAC (5).     

· The student must also write a note explaining why they were tardy, what they will do to make sure it doesn’t happen again, and apologize for disrupting the rehearsal. 
· If the official in charge decides that the tardy is due to a circumstance that could not have been prevented, the tardy is excused and no action taken. 
· If the tardy is found to be unexcused, the company member receives an unexcused tardy.
· 3 Unexcused Tardies = 1 Unexcused Absence 
· Missing an entrance is a tardy in the worst sense of the word!
INTERNATIONAL THESPIAN TROUPE #7014

The International Thespian Society is the honorary society for high school theatre students. As a member of the troupe you will have fun while learning and growing as an individual as well as helping in the community. Upon induction to the Thespian Troupe, members become eligible to attend the State and National Thespian Conventions and compete in the various acting and technical areas. Thespians are also eligible to apply for scholarships through the ITS. 

Theatre involvement in school productions can make you eligible to become a member of Studio VII Theatre Company’s Thespian Troupe. A student must earn ten (10) thespian points, which must come from active involvement in the Studio VII Theatre Co. A student must also be a member in good standing of the Studio VII Theatre Co.* 
Transfer students (from other Thespian troupes) must wait until induction in May of each school year to be officially transferred into the Thespian Troupe and are expected to earn a total of 5 Thespian points in the Studio VII Theatre Co. before transfer.

*By-laws for Troupe 7014 are posted on our website for your informational purposes. www.studiovii7.com

*Become a member of the Studio VII Theatre Co. TODAY by signing up (See Forms Packet.) and paying either the yearly family dues or the yearly individual dues (see forms packet for membership details).
THESPIAN POINTS:  HOW DO I BECOME A THESPIAN?

The International Thespian Society is the only organization to honor secondary school students for outstanding work in theatre. Thespian membership is granted for the performance of meritorious work in theatre arts which meets the Society’s general guidelines. Specifically, students become members by earning points for their work. 

In addition to the points listed on the EdTA website, points may be earned for participation in other activities which may include but are not limited to: car washes, usher/service, concession, UIL One Act Play site crew, summer theatre workshop, theatre work/cleaning days, and any non-school day function as determined by the theatre directors. 

The points system listed on the EdTA website is merely a guideline for awarding points. The determination of the value of participation is the decision and the discretion of the individual school director(s).  Directors may award up to two (2) additional points for any task performed with exceptional merit according to the quality of effort and work accomplished. 

The following are general guidelines for the awarding of points: 

· One (1) point represents approximately ten (10) hours of excellent work (not merely 10 clock hours).

· To attain Thespian membership, a student must earn ten (10) points, which must be acquired at SLHS. 

· No student will be elected into the Society. No student will be denied membership into the Society if he or she has accumulated the required ten (10) points and has fulfilled all membership requirements. 

· Students must participate in at least two (2) full-length productions, or one (1) full-length and two (2) one-acts, or four (4) one-acts to be inducted. 
· Students may earn points, after induction, through participation at the middle school level (through an ITS Junior Thespian troupe), in community, children’s or professional theatre, or in other activities in the performing arts, at the sponsor’s discretion and upon proof of participation. *All Junior Thespians will receive credit for 5 of their previously earned points after becoming a member of 7014.
· When students qualify for membership, they will be notified in mid-April that they may join the International Thespian Society. Students will be informed of the cost of the membership fee and date/site of the induction ceremony. 
LETTER JACKET AWARDS 

To earn an Award Jacket in Theatre, A STUDENT MUST: 

1) Meet all TEA academic requirements 

2) Be a member in good standing of the Theatre Program * (see below) 

     3) Enroll in and/or complete an “upper” level Theatre class, e.g. Theatre 2, 3, 4; Technical 
                         Theater 2, 3, 4; Theatre Production 2, 3, 4.
4) Accumulate 40 Thespian Points (400 hours) as per Katy ISD revision of “ITS Official         Point System” 

  5) Have recommendation of the Theatre Directors 

In addition to the above criteria, the student must also complete one of the following: 

· Advance to the “Region” level in UIL One Act Play

· Participate in UIL One Act Play for 2 or more years

· Participate in 4 or more productions.
*Member in good standing is a critical prerequisite to earn an Award Jacket in Theatre. The criteria for this component will be defined by the theatre directors and approved by the campus principal. 

Students wearing letter jackets represent more than their own individual achievement. Any student committing a serious offense as described in the Katy ISD Student Code of Conduct, or the organization by-laws, which may bring disrepute on the organization, school or district, will forfeit the award jacket if the offense occurs at any time during the remainder of the student’s high school career. 

ELIGIBILITY
Senate Bill 1 mandates that students who participate in extra-curricular activities such as Theatre Productions, UIL One Act Play and field trips must receive a grade of no less than 70 in each of their classes. A student will be suspended from participation in ALL extra-curricular activities sponsored or sanctioned by the school district for a minimum of 3 calendar weeks after a grade reporting period if any grade is lower than a 70 in any class. 

Students who were eligible before the failing grade report will not lose eligibility until 7 calendar days after the end of the grading period. 

Ineligible students must wait 7 calendar days after the end of the three week evaluation period and/or the grading period to regain eligibility, whichever comes first. 

All Theatre activities outside of the normal academic day are considered “extensions of the classroom” or “curricular” activities. However, all theatre public performances, all UIL contests and their related activities, and any field trips are considered “extra-curricular” and fall under the Eligibility mandate. 

STUDENTS MUST PASS ALL CLASSES WITH A 70 OR ABOVE!! 

CONDUCT

Studio VII Theatre Co. students have a high profile on campus and in the community. It is imperative that the conduct and appearance of all theatre students be above reproach. Theatre students will have the opportunity to participate in many exciting events on stage and behind the scenes. As representatives of Katy ISD and Seven Lakes High School, our students must reflect an image of positive leadership, character, responsibility, and good sportsmanship. 

Any student who receives a “N” or “U” in conduct in any class will not be allowed to participate in theatre extra-curricular activities. 
Any student assigned to in school suspension the day before or on the day of a production, contest or field trip will not be allowed to participate in that activity. 
In accordance with Katy ISD policy, any student suspended from school for any reason will not be permitted to participate in any theatre activities during the period of suspension. 

Any student who walks out of a rehearsal or quits during a rehearsal process for a performance without just cause defined by the directors, will not be allowed to participate in another theatre performance for the year. 

Any student who is not directly connected to the production through the audition, casting and technical assignment process shall not be allowed in the rehearsal process backstage. 
Any student who does not use theatre safety and etiquette guidelines established by the Studio VII Theatre Co. Department will not be allowed to participate in any theatre activity for the remainder of the year. 

Please refer to the SLHS Student Handbook regarding TARDIES. Students are considered tardy if they are not in the door when the bell rings. Some extenuating circumstances, as deemed by the directors or teachers, are taken into consideration. Notes from a previous teacher or administrator are advisable. 
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